
 

Maundy Thursday 
at home 



WHAT IS MAUNDY THURSDAY? 

The Paschal mystery—the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ—is at 
the heart of the Christian Gospel. The evening of Maundy Thursday 
begins the sacred three days before Easter, known as the Triduum. This 
evening’s service, together with Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and The 
Great Vigil of Easter, form a single liturgy; thus, the final blessing and 
dismissal is reserved for the conclusion of the Great Vigil. 

Maundy Thursday receives its name from the mandatum (commandment) 
given by our Lord: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 
13:34). At the Last Supper, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and 
commanded them to love and serve one another as he had done. This day 
commemorates the Lord’s example of servant ministry, the institution of 
the Eucharist, the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, and the betrayal 
leading to the crucifixion. 
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BEFORE THE SERVICE 

We invite households to celebrate Maundy Thursday in your own homes. 
This is a quiet service that prays through Jesus’ commandment to love 
one another, which is commemorated by the washing of one another’s 
feet.  

Before the service, find a container large enough for your feet and fill it 
with warm water. You’ll also want to have a couple of towels close by. 

The character of the service can be enhanced in a number of ways, 
including the use of appropriate changes of posture and physical 
movement, the provision of a visual focus for worship, such as a cross, an 
icon, or a lighted candle.  

It is helpful to assign different parts of the service to different members 
of the worshipping group, such as reading the Scriptures and leading the 
prayers. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Leader: Blessed be our God. 
All: Now and for ever. Amen. 
 This is the night that Christ our Lord and Master took a towel 

and washed the disciples’ feet, calling us to love one another 
as he has loved us. 

PRAYER FOR THE EVENING 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you.  
 Almighty Father, whose most dear Son, on the night before he 

suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: 
Mercifully grant that we may receive it in thankful 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Savior, who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE READINGS  *
EXODUS 12:1–14 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2  “This month 
shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the 
year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of 
this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, 
a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then 
he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for 
the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh 
that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 
they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, 
its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it 

Bible passages are from the ESV translation.
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remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
shall burn. 11  In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in 
haste. It is the LORD's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 
LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. 
And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast 
to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall 
keep it as a feast. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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JOHN 13:1–15 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.  
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 
afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share 
with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; 
that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done 
to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If 
I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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LITURGY OF FOOT-WASHING 
Leader: Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before 

his death, Jesus set an example for his disciples by washing 
their feet, an act of humble service. He taught that strength 
and growth in the life of the kingdom of God come not by 
worldly power and authority, but by such lowly service. 

 Therefore, I invite you who share in the royal priesthood of 
Christ to come forward, that we may recall whose servants we 
are by following the example of our Master. Come now 
remembering his admonition that what will be done for you is 
also to be done by you to others. Engrave on your hearts and 
mirror in your actions Jesus’  words: “A servant is not greater 
than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one 
who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them.” 

At this time, as you feel led, you may symbolically wash one another’s feet by 
rinsing them with water in a basin. 

A familiar hymn may also be sung at this point. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all whom you have made.  
 We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts  
 we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
 by giving up our selves to your service,  
 and by walking before you 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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